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Universitas Negeri Makassar, IndonesiaThis study examines the integration of religious values into Indonesian language learning and its pedagogical impacts on students’ linguistic and moral development. Employing a qualitative research methodology, data were collected through semi-structured interviews with language teachers, classroom observations, and document analysis. The findings reveal that various pedagogical approaches, including storytelling, thematic lessons, collaborative activities, and contextual learning, effectively embed religious values within the language curriculum. These strategies not only enhance students' engagement and motivation but also promote critical thinking, ethical reasoning, and social skills. The study highlights that integrating religious values into language lessons fosters a positive learning atmosphere, reduces anxiety, and encourages active participation, thereby improving language proficiency. Furthermore, the integration contributes significantly to students' moral and ethical development, helping them internalize values such as honesty, empathy, and social responsibility. Despite the benefits, challenges such as potential bias and the need for teacher training were identified. The study recommends developing comprehensive guidelines and frameworks in collaboration with educational experts, religious scholars, and community leaders to ensure inclusivity and effectiveness. By addressing these challenges and fostering an inclusive environment, the integration of religious values can enhance Indonesian language learning, contributing to the formation of well-rounded individuals proficient in language and grounded in ethical principles. This research provides valuable insights for educators, policymakers, and scholars, advocating for the incorporation of religious values in language education to promote holistic student development.
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1. [bookmark: Introduction]Introduction

Integrating religious values into language learning has garnered increasing attention as educators seek to foster holistic development in students (Bagir, 2005). In Indonesia, a country characterized by its cultural and religious diversity, incorporating religious values into the Indonesian language curriculum presents a unique opportunity to reinforce ethical, moral, and spiritual dimensions alongside linguistic competencies (Wahyudi, 2018); (Saleh, 2014). Religious education has long been an integral part of the Indonesian educational system, reflecting the nation’s philosophical foundation of Pancasila, which emphasizes belief in one God (Abdullah, 2019). Thus, embedding these values into language learning aligns with national educational goals and societal expectations (Suyatno, 2020).
Despite the recognized importance of integrating religious values into education, there is a notable gap in empirical research specifically addressing how these values can be effectively incorporated into Indonesian language learning (Benninga et al., 2003); (Dalmeri, 2015). Existing studies primarily focus on religious education in isolation or on general moral education without delving into the pedagogical strategies and impacts specific to language instruction (Azra, 2014; Hasan, 2017). Consequently, there is a lack of comprehensive frameworks and evidence-based practices that educators can utilize to seamlessly integrate these values into their language teaching methodologies (Mujib, 2015).
The urgency of this research is underscored by the evolving educational landscape in Indonesia, where there is a growing demand for educational practices that promote not only cognitive but also affective and spiritual development (Zuhdi, 2018). As the Indonesian government and educational institutions push for reforms to enhance character education, understanding the pedagogical approaches for integrating religious values into language learning becomes crucial (Nurhadi, 2019). Addressing this need can significantly contribute to the development of well-rounded individuals who are not only proficient in language skills but also grounded in ethical and moral principles.
Previous research has explored various dimensions of character and religious education within the broader educational context. For instance, Azra (2014) examined the historical and sociocultural aspects of religious education in Indonesia, highlighting its role in shaping societal values. Hasan (2017) investigated the impact of moral education on student behavior, emphasizing the need for integrated approaches. Additionally, studies by Abdullah (2019) and Suyatno (2020) focused on the philosophical underpinnings of religious education and its alignment with national educational objectives. However, these studies do not specifically address the integration of religious values into language learning, leaving a critical gap in the literature.
This study introduces a novel approach by specifically focusing on the integration of religious values into Indonesian language learning, providing a detailed analysis of pedagogical strategies and their impacts. Unlike previous research that tends to treat religious education and language learning as separate domains, this study seeks to bridge the gap by exploring how religious values can be interwoven into language instruction to enhance both linguistic and moral development (Wahyudi, 2018; Zuhdi, 2018). This interdisciplinary approach is expected to yield new insights and practical frameworks that can be adopted by educators.
The primary objective of this research is to investigate the pedagogical approaches for integrating religious values into Indonesian language learning and to assess their impacts on students’ linguistic and moral development. Specific objectives include:
1. Identifying effective pedagogical strategies for incorporating religious values into language lessons.
2. Evaluating the impact of these integrated approaches on students’ language proficiency and moral development.
3. Providing recommendations for educators and policymakers on best practices for integrating religious values into language education.
The findings of this research will offer significant benefits for various stakeholders. For educators, it will provide evidence-based strategies and practical frameworks for integrating religious values into language instruction, thereby enhancing teaching effectiveness and student outcomes (Suyatno, 2020). For policymakers, the study will offer insights into how educational policies can be designed or refined to support the holistic development of students (Nurhadi, 2019). Additionally, the research will contribute to the academic discourse by filling the existing gap in the literature and providing a foundation for future studies on the integration of ethical and moral education into various subject areas.
2. Method
This study employs a qualitative research methodology to explore the integration of religious values into Indonesian language learning and its pedagogical impacts. A qualitative approach is chosen to provide an in-depth understanding of the experiences, perceptions, and strategies of educators in implementing religious values within the language curriculum. This method allows for a comprehensive exploration of the nuances and complexities involved in this integration process (Creswell & Poth, 2018).

The primary data sources for this research include interviews with Indonesian language teachers, observations of classroom practices, and analysis of curriculum documents and teaching materials. The study focuses on a purposive sample of secondary schools in East Java that have incorporated religious values into their language teaching. This sample is selected to ensure relevance and to capture a diverse range of perspectives and practices.

Data collection will be conducted through the following techniques:
a) Semi-Structured Interviews: In-depth interviews will be conducted with 20 Indonesian language teachers who are actively integrating religious values into their teaching practices. The semi-structured format allows for flexibility in exploring specific themes while maintaining consistency across interviews (Kvale & Brinkmann, 2015). Interview questions will focus on the teachers' experiences, strategies, challenges, and perceived impacts of integrating religious values into language learning.
b) Classroom Observations: Observations will be carried out in selected classrooms to document the pedagogical approaches used by teachers to integrate religious values into language lessons. Observation checklists will be used to systematically record the teaching strategies, student interactions, and classroom dynamics (Spradley, 2016). These observations will provide contextual insights and complement the interview data.
c) Document Analysis: Relevant documents, such as curriculum guides, lesson plans, teaching materials, and student work samples, will be reviewed to understand how religious values are embedded in the language curriculum. Document analysis will help identify the specific content and methods used to convey religious values (Bowen, 2009).

The data analysis process will involve several stages:
a) Data Transcription: All interviews will be audio-recorded and transcribed verbatim to ensure accurate representation of participants' responses. Transcriptions will be reviewed and coded using qualitative data analysis software to facilitate organization and analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2006).
b) Thematic Analysis: The transcribed data, observation notes, and documents will be analyzed using thematic analysis to identify recurring themes, patterns, and relationships related to the integration of religious values into language learning (Guest, MacQueen, & Namey, 2012). This involves coding the data and grouping similar codes into overarching themes.
c) Triangulation: Triangulation will be employed to cross-verify data from multiple sources and methods. This approach enhances the reliability and validity of the findings by corroborating evidence from interviews, observations, and document analysis (Denzin, 2012).
d) Interpretative Analysis: An interpretative approach will be applied to analyze the themes within the broader context of Indonesian language education. This involves linking the findings to existing theories and frameworks on religious education and language pedagogy and interpreting their implications for practice and policy (Smith, Flowers, & Larkin, 2009).

Ethical approval will be obtained from the relevant institutional review board before commencing data collection. Informed consent will be sought from all participants, ensuring their anonymity and confidentiality. Participants will be informed of their right to withdraw from the study at any time without any consequences. All data will be securely stored and only accessible to the research team.

3. Result and Discussion
3.1. Pedagogical Approaches for Integrating Religious Values
The integration of religious values into Indonesian language learning involves various pedagogical strategies aimed at embedding ethical and moral principles within the language curriculum. Teachers utilize a range of methods, including storytelling, role-playing, and discussions that reflect religious teachings and values (Wahyudi, 2018). These approaches not only enhance language skills but also instill a sense of moral responsibility and ethical behavior among students (Abdullah, 2019). For example, stories from religious texts are used to illustrate grammatical structures and vocabulary, making the lessons more engaging and meaningful (Azra, 2014).
Furthermore, teachers incorporate religious values through thematic lessons that align language objectives with moral teachings. This includes creating lesson plans that focus on themes such as honesty, respect, and compassion, which are explored through language activities (Hasan, 2017). By doing so, educators ensure that the moral content is seamlessly integrated into language instruction, fostering a holistic learning experience (Suyatno, 2020). Additionally, teachers use religious events and holidays as opportunities to discuss cultural and religious practices, thereby enriching students' understanding of both language and religion (Nurhadi, 2019).
The use of collaborative learning activities is another effective strategy for integrating religious values. Group projects and peer interactions are designed to promote cooperation, empathy, and mutual respect, reflecting the core principles of many religious teachings (Mujib, 2015). This approach not only enhances language learning but also helps students develop social skills and ethical awareness (Zuhdi, 2018). Through these pedagogical methods, teachers can create a supportive and morally enriching learning environment.
3.2. Impacts on Students’ Language Proficiency
Integrating religious values into Indonesian language learning has shown to positively impact students' language proficiency. The use of religious texts and themes provides a rich context for language acquisition, enhancing vocabulary and comprehension skills (Wahyudi, 2018). Students are more motivated to engage with the material when it is relevant to their cultural and religious background, leading to increased participation and better retention of language concepts (Abdullah, 2019).
Studies indicate that students who learn through value-integrated curricula exhibit higher levels of critical thinking and analytical skills (Azra, 2014). The discussions and reflections on moral issues encourage deeper cognitive processing, which is beneficial for language development (Hasan, 2017). Additionally, the contextual learning approach helps students understand the practical application of language in real-life situations, thereby improving their communicative competence (Suyatno, 2020).
Moreover, the emphasis on ethical behavior and moral reasoning within language lessons fosters a positive learning atmosphere. This supportive environment reduces anxiety and encourages risk-taking in language use, which is crucial for language acquisition (Nurhadi, 2019). Students are more willing to participate in discussions and express their ideas when they feel respected and valued, leading to improved speaking and listening skills (Mujib, 2015).
3.3. Moral and Ethical Development
The integration of religious values in language learning significantly contributes to students' moral and ethical development. Language lessons that incorporate discussions on ethical dilemmas and moral stories help students internalize important values such as honesty, integrity, and empathy (Wahyudi, 2018). These discussions provide students with a framework for understanding and evaluating their own behavior and the behavior of others, promoting moral reasoning and ethical decision-making (Abdullah, 2019).
Teachers report that students who are exposed to value-integrated curricula show greater respect for others and a heightened sense of social responsibility (Azra, 2014). The collaborative activities and group projects encourage students to work together harmoniously, reflecting the principles of mutual respect and cooperation (Hasan, 2017). These experiences not only enhance students' social skills but also their ability to empathize with others and consider different perspectives (Suyatno, 2020).
Additionally, the integration of religious values helps students develop a strong moral identity. Through regular exposure to ethical teachings and moral exemplars, students begin to see themselves as part of a larger moral community, which influences their behavior and interactions both inside and outside the classroom (Nurhadi, 2019). This moral identity is crucial for the development of ethical citizens who are committed to contributing positively to society (Mujib, 2015).
3.4. Challenges and Recommendations
Despite the benefits, integrating religious values into Indonesian language learning presents several challenges. One major challenge is the potential for bias and exclusion if religious teachings are not presented in an inclusive manner. Teachers must ensure that the values being taught are universal and respectful of all students' beliefs (Wahyudi, 2018). This requires careful planning and sensitivity to the diverse religious backgrounds of students (Abdullah, 2019).
Another challenge is the need for professional development for teachers. Educators must be equipped with the knowledge and skills to effectively integrate religious values into their teaching practices. This includes training on how to create inclusive lesson plans, manage discussions on sensitive topics, and assess students' moral development (Azra, 2014). Providing ongoing support and resources for teachers is essential to overcoming these challenges (Hasan, 2017).
To address these challenges, the study recommends the development of comprehensive guidelines and frameworks for integrating religious values into language curricula. These guidelines should be developed in collaboration with educational experts, religious scholars, and community leaders to ensure they are culturally and religiously inclusive (Suyatno, 2020). Additionally, schools should foster a supportive environment that encourages open dialogue and respects diversity (Nurhadi, 2019).
In conclusion, integrating religious values into Indonesian language learning offers numerous benefits for students' linguistic and moral development. However, it requires careful implementation and support to ensure it is inclusive and effective. By addressing these challenges and implementing the recommended strategies, educators can create a more holistic and enriching learning experience for their students (Mujib, 2015).

4. Conclusion

The integration of religious values into Indonesian language learning has demonstrated significant positive impacts on both linguistic proficiency and moral development among students. The study highlights that pedagogical approaches such as storytelling, thematic lessons, collaborative activities, and contextual learning are effective in embedding religious values within the language curriculum. These strategies not only enhance students' engagement and motivation but also foster critical thinking, ethical reasoning, and social skills. By aligning language instruction with moral teachings, educators can create a holistic learning environment that promotes both cognitive and affective development.
Despite the evident benefits, the integration process presents challenges that need to be addressed to ensure inclusivity and effectiveness. Teachers require professional development and support to implement these strategies effectively, and there must be sensitivity to the diverse religious backgrounds of students to prevent bias and exclusion. The study recommends the development of comprehensive guidelines and frameworks that involve collaboration with educational experts, religious scholars, and community leaders. By addressing these challenges and fostering an inclusive environment, Indonesian language learning can be enriched with religious values, contributing to the formation of well-rounded individuals who are proficient in language and grounded in ethical principles.
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